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Here's  the  last  Monday  in  September—  and  a  good  day  for* 
supply  to  help  you  look  ahead  and  plan  ahead  in  feeding  your 

Urst,  here  are  some  tips  on  turkey.    An  army  of  turkeys^Hearly  34  million 
strong  is  marching  into  the  fall  season  to  help  ease  the  meat  situation.  Turkey 
production  is  good  this  year  and  would  have  "been  even  better  if  a  combination  of 
circumstances  hadn't  ganged  up  on  the  turkey  raisers.    Sack  in  February  producers 
intended  to  raise  all  of  8  percent  more  turkeys  than  last  year.    But  between  trouble 
with  low  fertility  of  eggs,  and  loss  of  poults— young  turkeys— from  disease  and 
exposure  the  crop  started  out  with  a  handicap.    Then,  of  course,  labor  to  care  for 
the  poults  was  hard  to  get;  feed  was  high;  and  in  some  places  brooding  space  was 
lacking. 

In  spite  of  all  these  troubles  the  turkey  crop  this  year  is  only  slightly  below 
the  record  production  of  1940,    It  is  a  little  larger  than  the  crop  for  1941.  Of 
course,  the  demand  for  turkey  is  likely  to  be  much  greater,  too. 

When  the  marketing  season  rolls  around,  every  turkey  producer  in  the  country 
will  wish  he  had  more  to  sell,  for  prices  are  going  to  be  higher  than  last  year. 
Young  turkeys  of  the  1942  crop  already  have  been  marketed  in  some  places  at  prices 
averaging  much  higher  than  a  year  ago.    Y/holesale  prices  of  dressed  torn  turkeys  in 
New  York  early  in  September  were  36  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago,  and  dressed  hens 
were  up  33  percent.    Live  hens  had  moved  up  41  percent.    At  Chicago  dressed  old 
toms  were  up  50  percent  from  last  year,  raid  dressed  old  hens  37  percent.    That  gives 
you  an  idea  of  what  to  expect  when  you  go  shopping. 
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Turkeys  will  probably  go  to  market  earlier  than  usual  this  year  and  that  will 
help  tide  meat-hungry  citizens  over  the  hump  until  beef  and  pork  marketings  pick  up. 
Over  half  this  year's  turkeys  will  go  to  market  in  November  or  earlier.    Last  year 
a  good  many  were  kept  over  for  later  marketing. 

There  are  3  reasons  why  turkeys  will  be  going  to  market  early  this  year.  Pirst^ 
of  course,  is  the  higher  price.    That's  a  big  incentive  for  marketing  them  now 
rather  then  holding  the  birds  and  investing  more  money  in  feed.    Second,  the  hatch- 
ing season  was  a  little  early  in  some  places  last  spring,  and  many  of  the  poults 
got  a  week  or  two  earlier  start  than  usual.    Finally,  killing  plants  and  cold 
storage  warehouses  are  likely  to  be  crowded  later  in  the  season.    That's  reason 
enough  for  getting  turkeys  to  market  early. 

One  last  turkey  tip.     Since  turkeys  will  be  higher  in  price  this  year,  you  want 
to  make  the  most  of  all  the  turkey  you  have  by  cooking  it  to  perfection.  You^l 
find  directions  in  a  free  bulletin  called  "Poultry  Cooking",  Ho,  1888,  published  by 
the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 

So  much  for  turkeys.    Now  a  few  predictions  about  cranberries.    Prom  all 
indications  the  Cranberry  crop  this  fall  will  be  a  big  one*— the  third  largest  on 
record,  in  fact.    That's  a  lot  of  cranberries — probably  well  over  756  thousand 
barrels.    You  may  remember  that    the  largest  cranberry  crop  on  record  was  in  '37, 
and  the  next  largest  in  '26.    This  year  the  crop  will  be  almost  a.s  large  as  the  one 
in  '26.    As  you  may  know,  only' 5  States  produce  cranberries  commercially.  Massachu- 
setts produces  about  two-thirds  of  the  crop.    Hew  Jersey  and  Wisconsin  divide  most 
of  the  rest.    Washington  and  Oregon  produce  a  few. 

Turkeys  and  cranberries  bring  to  mind  another  fall  food— nuts.    Because  nuts 

are  hearty  concentrated  food  containing  both  fat  and  protein,  they're  coming  into 

the  picture  for  meatless  meals  instead  of  just  for  extras,  and  after-dinner  munching, 

Only  four  tree  nuts  are  cultivated  in  this  country  in  large  enough  quantities 
to  make  then  important  commercially.    These  are  English  walnuts,  pecans,  almonds, 


and  filberts  which  as  you  nay  know,  are  a  highly  improved  type  of  hazelnut.  Of 
these  fouj;  almonds  are  making  a  record  this  year.    In  California,  the  only  State 
where  almonds  are  produced  connorcially,  the  trees  will  "bear  about  22  thousand  tons 
of  almonds  this  fall.    Last  year  they  produced  only  6  thousand  tons* 

There's  going  to  he  a  large  crop  of  English  walnuts  this  fall,  too— some  65 
thousand  tons  of  these  popular  nuts.    The  walnut  crop  tends  to  grow  larger  with  the 
years  as  more  and  more  new  trees  cone  into  "bearing. 

As  for  pecans,  the  total  crop  this  year  will  "be  only  88  million  pounds  as 
against  121  million  last  year.    But  these  figures  don't  tell  the  whole  story.  The 
reduction  in  pecans  this  year  comes  in  the  wild  pecans  which  grow  mostly  in  Oklahoma 
and  Texas  and  are  marketed  largely  as  pecan  meats— that  is,  out  of  their  shells. 
The  larger  improved  pecans,  sold  mostly  in  shells  for  the  Christmas  trade,  come  from 
Georgia,  the  Carolinas,  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi  and  Louisiana..  Most  of  these 
states  are  having  "big  crops  of  pecans  this  year.    Georgia  is  due  for  a  record  crop, 
and  Georgia  is  a  "big  pecan  State. 

As  for  filberts,  this  year's  crop  isn't  as  large  as  last  year's,  "but  even  so, 
some  5  thousnad  190  tons  of  filberts  will  be  selling  this  year — many  of  them  for 
nixed  nuts  for  holiday  use.    Filberts  grow  commercially  only  in  Washington  and 
Oregon.    Even  there  they  are  a  young  industry — only  about  15  years  old. 

So,  from  the  predictions  right  no v*  you  can  expect  plenty  of  turkey  this  fall, 
-~nd  cranberries,  too,  and  lots  of  nuts. 


